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As a truly valued friend of MIRACLE LIMBS-COURAGE IN 

MOTION, we want to share the wonderful things that have happened so far in 2011, thanks to 

your personal caring. In many cases the most exciting opportunities have come to us from 

simple word-of-mouth throughout the community, so we encourage you to keep us in mind 

when participating in your churches, clubs, and service organizations, as well as your business 

and personal contacts. We are constantly amazed how many marvelous opportunities have 

come our way due to a simple comment one of you have made to a friend. 

Fund-Raising Events 

The Third Annual Courage in Motion Bike Ride, 

March 17, was a resounding success, with our 

annual key sponsor, Arthrex. In addition to over 

200 riders, we were blessed to have Sherriff 

Rambosk and the Collier County Sherriff’s Office 

participate with a full Color Guard, to honor Pfc 

Corey Kent and his family. Corey is a 23 year old 

Cape Coral soldier who lost both legs and all 

fingers on his left hand (amongst many other 

injuries) during his third week of duty in 

Afghanistan. His mother, Tiffany, had to quit her job in order to be with Corey at Walter Reed 

Army Medical Center in D.C., and his stepfather has to fly up every weekend in order to see his 

family. Corey has been at Walter Reed for over a year, and has another 8-9 months before he 

can return home.  Arthrex, Waste Management, Inc., CenturyLink, The Collier County Sherriff’s 

Office and our riders truly stepped up to honor and help this Wounded Warrior and  other 

amputees Miracle Limbs is assisting. 

Energy and excitement were added to the ride by the Fusion Cheering team and the Golden 

Gate High School R.O.T.C. holding the signs reading ”Thanks for giving an arm & a leg!” 

provided by Allegra Marketing and Printing to cheer the riders along their rides. As many of you 

know, the food was fantastic, thanks to over a dozen local restaurants generously providing an 

outstanding lunch buffet! The great news is that between the ride and the auction we netted 

over $19,000. Save the date for next year’s ride on March 17 at the North Collier Regional 

Park. We hope to register 500 riders this year, so spread the word!!!!  

 



Planning for the Third Annual Courage in Motion All Species Fishing Tournament at Hamilton 

Harbor Yacht Club on November 5th is well under way. 

With two successful fishing tournaments behind 

us we are more excited than ever for this year’s 

event which will be held November 5, 2011. We 

are so fortunate to have Hamilton Harbor Yacht 

Club committed to this event each year, 

sponsoring the excellent lunch buffet and 

assisting our marketing by involving the 

marketing team at Collier Enterprises. This year 

promises to be the best ever, and will be a huge 

step in growing this “catch and release” fishing 

event. We are currently looking for an additional Key Sponsor to join Hamilton Harbor and 

MarineMax. If you know of any business that would like to participate, please call us as soon as 

possible! For more information and registration/rules on this year’s event, please go to our web 

site at www.miraclelimbs.org.  We are hoping to get at least 30 boats registered this year, so 

again, pass the word! 

One person’s brilliant effort for Miracle Limbs at the Boston Marathon 

Thanks to a Naples runner, Joanna Citarella; Miracle Limbs 

received over $3,000 this year when Joanna chose to run the 

Boston Marathon for us. Joanna’s stepfather, John Hale, 

supported the run by publishing a story about us, and requesting 

sponsorships for her run on his international web site for free 

author publishing, www.MyBookLive.co.uk Between the 

international sponsorships and those sponsorships from her 

church, The First Congregational Church of Naples; which Bob 

and I also attend; Joanna not only ran her personal best in that 

marathon, but also raised a significant amount of funds for 

Miracle Limbs at a critical time. Thank you Joanna!!! 

 

New Volunteers 

Although we continue to need more volunteers in all areas, efforts to grow our volunteer base 

this year have been amazingly successful so far. We are particularly blessed to have recently 

had people step up to the plate in the areas of networking that we greatly need to expand 

including: 

¶ Medical/nursing services,  

http://www.miraclelimbs.org/
http://www.mybooklive.co.uk/


¶ Social Worker and Caretaking services,  

¶ Private donor solicitations,  

¶ Corporate awareness 

¶ Local high school and college student involvement  

We are also still looking for volunteers to assist with our annual events, IT support, office 

management and marketing. If you know anyone interested in any of these areas, please let 

us know. 

Grants, Corporate and Private Donations 

As many of you know, Miracle Limbs-Courage in Motion is the only non-profit organization in 

Florida (and we believe, in the U.S.) providing for the full cycle of aid and support needed by 

amputees. Depending on the individual needs, whether they are amputees due to combat, 

diseases (such as cancer and diabetes), accidents or childbirth defects, our services include but 

are not limited to: 

¶ Funding Prosthetic and Rehabilitation equipment and services 

¶ Transportation needs 

¶ Home care needs 

¶ Counseling, whether psychological or spiritual 

¶ Financial aid for living expenses 

¶ Home adaptation for mobility 

¶ Family and Caretaker aid and support 

Due to the great demand and the scope of services required, we are in immediate need to 

expand our funding as rapidly as possible, so that we never have to say “no” to an amputee, 

leaving them nowhere else to go.  To date, 2011 has been a key year for us to successfully 

broaden our awareness and funding. One key area is grant applications and to this end, we are 

happy to announce that we have hired Mrs. Kay Jasso, a professional not-for-profit consultant 

and grant writer. Some of you may know Kay from her days at the Community Foundation of 

Collier County. We are focusing on Collier and Lee corporate grants and private family 

foundation grants and so far Kay’s involvement and passion for Miracle Limbs is reaping   

rewards for us. We love you Kay! 

As to sponsors and private donors, we would also like to take this opportunity to thank a few of 

those who have already responded this year as Key Sponsors or Donors including ARTHREX, 

INC., TREK BICYCLES OF NAPLES AND ESTERO, THE DOONER FAMILY FOUNDATION, HAMILTON 

HARBOR YACHT CLUB, MARINEMAX, Mr. & Mrs. Claude Weir, Mr. & Mrs. Jon Cheek, 

CENTURYLINK, WASTE MANAGEMENT, COLLIER ENTERPRISES, NAPLES DAILY NEWS AND ALLIED 



HEALTH CLUB OF HODGES UNIVERSITY. If you have any contacts, whether private or corporate 

that you feel we should contact, please call us at 239-591-8393 and we will happily follow up. 

The mission that we began 5 years ago is truly unfolding before us. The need is so great and the 

sources for assistance to those in need are so limited. As we try to step in and fill this void, it is 

humbling and yet incredibly rewarding and empowering, and we hope you will continue to 

support us, in whatever way you can. Time and financial limitations are not important to us. 

The investment of your heart is. 

 

 

If you would like to see a Donor video explaining our history, goals and services  and a video 

that was produced about the bike ride, you can go into “Key Words “ in your browser and 

type in -Miracle Limbs-Courage in Motion You Tube-. The browser will then bring up several 

of the most recent articles about us as well as these two videos we now have on You Tube.. 

We think you will really enjoy these videos and would love to have your thoughts on them. The 

videos were shot and produced for us at no charge by Mangrove Media Group, located in 

Naples. Can’t thank you enough Joshua! 

Please see the following pages to read about a few of our recent recipients. 

 

Warmest regards and with great appreciation, 

Bob and Diana Ayres 

Contact Information: 

Miracle Limbs-Courage in Motion 

6017 Pine Ridge Road, Suite 303 

Naples, FL, 34119 

PH: 239-591-8393 

Cell: 239-571-4956 

E-mail: Robert@miraclelimbs.org 

Web: www.miraclelimbs.org 

News articles and videos: 

Type in browser Key Word box: Miracle Limbs-Courage in Motion You Tube 

 

 

http://www.miraclelimbs.org/


Some of our Recent Recipients 

Corey Kent 

Corey Kent was born on 7/28/88 and 

raised in Cape Coral, Florida. A gifted 

student, he graduated from Mariner 

High School in 2006 with honors and 

completed one year of college at 

University of Central Florida in 

Orlando. 

After joining the army and completing 

basic training, Corey was deployed to 

Afghanistan. After only three weeks in 

Afghanistan, on July 12, 2010 at the 

age of 21, he was critically injured 

while on foot patrol losing both legs and all the fingers on his left hand, due to an improvised 

explosive device (IED) explosion. After being transferred to two mash units in Afghanistan, 

Corey was transferred to Germany and then to Washington D.C. to the Walter Reed Army 

Medical Center. 

  

Corey was awarded the Purple Heart and a Combat Action Badge. He was still on a ventilator 

when he turned 22 years of age when Miracle Limbs was contacted. He was moved from the 

surgery ICU unit on Friday, August 13th to ward 57 which is the WRAMC amputee ward.  Corey 

faced several more surgeries as well as extensive skin grafting. He is truly a hero to all of us. We 

continue to provide financial support and counseling for Corey and his family. His Mother, 

Tiffany, continues to be by his side 24/7, as she has been for over a year since arriving at 

WRAMC. His stepfather Dan, who has since had to return to Cape Coral to maintain his job, flies 

to D.C. on weekends. 

Itzel 

Three year old Itzel was diagnosed with Myofibromatosis, a rare type of 

tumor, on her left arm. Many treatments including chemotherapy were 

performed to no avail. To to save her life, the heart breaking decision was 

made to amputate her arm above the elbow. Now Itzel is progressing 

through our assistance with a new prosthesis, counseling and family 

financial aid. She absolutely adores Bob as you can see on the donor video. 

 



 

Jamarion  

Jamarion is a cheerful and gregarious little 7 year old with a sense of 

humor far past his years who lost both arms at the age of 8 months due to 

a misdiagnosed virus. Many of you will remember him from the bike ride 

and last year’s fishing tournament. His insurance would only pay for hooks 

on each arm until he was 18. Jamarion chose not to wear them, learning 

to write with his feet instead. Miracle Limbs raised funds for him to have 

one myoelectric arm and one passive arm. You can see the video of him 

learning to use the fingers on his new prosthetic arm on our web site. He 

is now a straight A student and dreams of becoming a quarterback. We will continue to provide 

updated prosthesis for Jamarion as he grows, eventually both being myoelectric. Those of you 

who met him can easily understand why he has become so dear to us and our supporters. 

 

 

Marco 

On October 24, 1994, the car Marco was 

driving stalled on the highway. He had his wife steer 

the car while he pushed the vehicle onto the 

shoulder of the road. In the blink of an eye Marco 

was hit by an oncoming car.  

Marco's right leg was almost totally severed above 

the knee. Marco's left leg had broken bones, and he 

suffered damage to his lower spine and neck, along 

with facial damage which required plastic surgery. 

His liver was also damaged. Marco was rushed to the 

hospital where his right leg was amputated above the knee, and surgeries were performed to 

repair the other damage. The hospital in Lee County provided absolutely no referral service or 

guidance for Marco for possible support services or sources for financial aid upon his checkout. 

 

Marco was not able to continue working at his screen printing shop, as he was confined to a 

wheel chair for the past 10 years. He did not have the financial means to pay for an artificial 

limb along with the necessary rehabilitation. In 2010 Marco's doctor heard about and contacted 

Miracle Limbs-Courage in Motion, who immediately met with Marco at his home. Miracle Limbs 



followed up by providing a prosthetic leg and physical therapy. We continue to work with him 

and his prosthetist for needed fitting adjustments. 

Today Marco is back working at his printing shop and is able to provide for his family. In fact, we 

hired Marco to print the t-shirts for last year’s bike ride! He returned to bicycling and is getting 

back in shape physically, mentally and spiritually. 

 

 

Louisa.  

On January of 2001, Louisa was the victim of a horrific 

automobile accident, which resulted with the amputation 

of her left leg above the knee as well as 3 toes on her right 

foot. By no fault of her own Louisa was unable to work or 

drive. With no funds to see a prosthetist or physical 

therapist, she was confined to a wheel chair and 

dependent on others to assist her with various household 

chores as well as providing her with rides.  

 

In 2011 we were contacted by a friend from her church asking for assistance. Following the call, 

Miracle Limbs-Courage in Motion proceeded with peer visitations at her home, followed by 

making financial and logistic arrangements for fittings for a prosthetic leg as well as physical 

therapy. Today, Louisa is well on her way to returning to work as well as being more 

independent with her everyday activities. As needs arise, we continue to provide financial 

support. You can see Louisa’s testimonial on our web site. Bob’s bi-lingual abilities 

(English/Spanish) honed as a medical translator at The Neighborhood Clinic, Naples was a great 

advantage with Louisa as it has been in many other cases.  


